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Defender Legal Services are a Partner in Federal Programs

Improving Capacity: Providing information about federal grant programs

• NLADA.org/defender-grants-center

• Dedicated listservs

• Technical assistance, training and support

– Regional trainings, webinars, resource hub

– Reach us at TTA@NLADA.org

Increasing Availability and Developing Partnerships

• Advocating with government agencies to increase availability and eliminate barriers

• Assisting public defense programs in developing partnerships with key community stakeholders

• Advocating with Congress to expand funding opportunities for public defense programs

Defender Legal Services
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• Byrne JAG funds support a variety of program 
areas including indigent defense. 

• With support from DOJ’s Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA) State Administering Agencies 
(SAAs) provide funds to state and local 
jurisdictions. 

(1) Funds are intended to support the statewide 
strategic plan priorities, 

(2) Some, but not all, SAAs include Public Defenders, 

(3) SAAs determine how Byrne JAG funds are 
distributed within their jurisdiction

• Information about how states have used Byrne 
JAG funds for public defense is provided through 
the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA) 
Center for Justice Planning.

What is the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program?
www.bja.gov/jag

https://www.bja.gov/
http://www.ncjp.org/sites/default/files/Content_Images/Support%20for%20State%20and%20Local%20Public%20Defense%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bja.gov/jag/
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Byrne JAG Success Stories

https://www.bja.gov/SuccessStoryList.aspx

https://www.bja.gov/SuccessStoryList.aspx
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• As the national Training and Technical 
Assistance (TTA) provider for the program, 
the National Criminal Justice Association 
(NCJA) is able to support public defenders by

(1) Connecting you to your local SAA

(2) Providing education related to evidence based 
programming

(3) Assisting SAAs to create strategic plans (that 
include the voices of public defenders!)

(4) General and strategic problem solving

• You can request TTA from NCJA by emailing 
Carol Poole, NCJA Senior Policy Advisor, at 
cpoole@ncja.org.

Where to get help with the Byrne JAG program
www.ncjp.org

mailto:cpoole@ncja.org?subject=Requesting%20TTA%20on%20Byrne%20JAG%20program
http://www.ncjp.org/strategic-planning/ncja-training-technical-assistance-available-statewide-planning
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In a holistic defense environment the ability to provide diverse and wraparound services to clients is a great 
way to reduce overall justice costs in a state or local jurisdiction. Public Defense programs can improve the 
overall strength of communities and improve the efficacy and outcomes of other government funded 
programs. Describe economic benefits of investing in public defense services.  Build on data that shows public 
defense improves program effectiveness and outcomes.

• For suggestions on how to connect with policy makers and example “asks” see details in Gideon at 50’s 
Public Defense Reform Communications Toolkit: http://gideonat50.org/Spitfire-Strategies-Public-
Defense-Communications-Toolkit.pdf

• See discussion of the costs of increased incarceration as a result of under-resourced public defense 
systems in the Justice Policy Institute’s System Overload: The Costs of Under-Resourcing Public Defense:
http://defenderresearch.legal/pub/11429/system-overload-costs-under-resourcing-public-defense/

Bonus Tips for Outreach to Governments 
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http://gideonat50.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Spitfire-Strategies-Public-Defense-Communications-Toolkit-2013-FINAL.pdf
http://defenderresearch.legal/pub/11429/system-overload-costs-under-resourcing-public-defense/
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• Included in BJA suite of criminal justice 
programs

(1) Suite includes Smart Pretrial, Policing, 
Supervision, and Prosecution,

(2)  Intended to build evidence based and data-
driven strategies that will help to guide future 
projects in the field.

• Partners public defenders and researchers to 
implement and test innovative strategies to 
create fairer and more effective justice 
systems.

(1) Sites include Alameda county, Contra Costa 
county, Kentucky, New York city, Texas, and 
Wisconsin

What is Bureau of Justice Assistance Smart Defense Initiative?
www.smartdefenseinitiative.org/

http://smartdefenseinitiative.org/
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Smart Defense Resources and Progress

http://www.bja.gov/SmartDefense

http://www.bja.gov/SmartDefense
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• As the national Training and Technical 
Assistance (TTA) provider for the 
initiative, NLADA is able to support public 
defenders by

(1) Assisting in program and system evaluation

(2) Recommending data collection and research 
development solutions

(3) Providing policy advocacy and lobbying 
consultation

(4) General and strategic problem solving

• You can request TTA from NLADA online
or by emailing  TTA@nlada.org.

Where to get help with the Smart Defense Initiative
www.bja.gov/jag

http://www.nlada.org/contact-us
mailto:tta@nlada.org
https://www.bja.gov/jag/


Civil Legal Aid as a Partner in Federal Programs

• Complements the work of the Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable and U.S. Department of Justice Office of Access to Justice

Improving Capacity: Providing information about federal grant programs

• LegalAidResources.org

• Dedicated listservs

• Technical assistance, training and support

– Regional trainings, webinars, resource hub

– Reach us at ResourceDesk@NLADA.org

Increasing Availability and Developing Partnerships

• Advocating with government agencies to increase availability and eliminate barriers

• Assisting legal aid programs in developing partnerships with key community stakeholders through “matchmaking” services

• Advocating with Congress to expand opportunities for civil legal aid

Civil Legal Aid Initiative
Supported by the Public Welfare and Kresge Foundations
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• Identifying federal grants relevant to your work

• Funding the work you do 

• Funding services for the clients you see (grants by population served)

• Highlighting successful partnership models

• Implementing federal programs to provide wraparound services that help stabilize lives:

– Expungements

– Access to stable housing

– Access to stable employment

– Access to veterans and public benefits

– Safety from domestic violence

Collaborations and Funding through LAIR



Second Chance Act
and

Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act
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Helping Reentering Citizens Overcome Barriers

• From the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP): 
www.bja.gov/funding.aspx

• SCA supports state, local, and tribal governments and nonprofit organizations in their 
work to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes for people returning from state 
and federal prisons, local jails, and juvenile facilities. 

Second Chance Act (SCA)

https://www.bja.gov/funding.aspx
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Department of Justice – Second Chance Act

• Smart Reentry: Focus on Evidence-Based 
Strategies for Successful Reentry from 
Incarceration to Community 

• Second Chance Act Reentry Program for 
Adults with Co-Occurring Substance Abuse 
and Mental Disorders 

• Smart on Juvenile Justice: Enhancing Youth 
Access to Justice Initiative (Incl. Smart on 
Juvenile Justice: Enhancing Youth Access to 
Justice Initiative) 

• Second Chance Act Smart on Juvenile 
Justice: Community Supervision Reform

Second Chance and Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Acts

Department of Labor – Second Chance Act and Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act

• Approximately $66 million to serve either adults or 
young adults (ages 18-24) who have been involved in 
the justice system make successful transitions back to 
the community.

• DOL anticipates awarding up to $4.5M each to 
approximately 8 intermediary organizations; awarding 
up to $1.5M each to approximately twenty 20 
organizations. 

• Open and upcoming opportunities: 
www.doleta.gov/grants/pdf/ETA_Funding_Opportuniti
es.pdf

33

http://www.doleta.gov/grants/pdf/ETA_Funding_Opportunities.pdf
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Types of legal services funded: 

• reinstating a revoked or suspended driver's license;

• expunging or sealing criminal records;

• appealing denials of housing or employment;

• accessing/appealing denials of benefits such as SNAP, Medicaid, Unemployment;

• litigating violations of the Fair Credit Reporting Act;

• creating and/or modifying child support orders

• other family law services that help stabilize individuals and families, including 
obtaining or regaining child custody.

Second Chance and Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Acts
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Who gets it

• SCA grants vary - some are limited to states and local government, while some also 
fund human service providers, including civil legal services.

• WIOA – American Job Centers

How you would get it

• As a direct grantee (many SCA grants have express language for legal services)

• In partnership with other human services providers (i.e., Goodwill) or government 
recipients

• WIOA – as a sub grantee of a Job Center – Can be broad or narrow as long as it relates 
to employment

Accessing SCA and WIOA
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Reentry – Finding Local SCA Grantees

By Council of State Governments
https://csgjusticecenter.org/reentry/national-criminal-justice-initiatives-map/
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Lawyer steers Ruben through obstacles to 
steady finances, family and job

After release from jail and completion of a 90-day substance abuse 
treatment program, “Ruben” sought help from Bay Area Legal Aid, CA. 

Ruben’s attorney helped him stabilize several key areas of his life, including 
advising him on driver’s license reinstatement, his Section 8 housing status, 
family law matters and consumer/credit issues. These services helped him 
reunite with his family, secure employment, and be evaluated “low risk” on 
the Probation Department’s assessment tool. Bay Area Legal Aid’s reentry 
work is supported by HHS’s Community Centered Responsible Fatherhood 

ExPrisoner Reentry Pilot Project, and DOJ’s Second Chance Act Adult Reentry 
Program for Planning and Demonstration Project.

LAIR Case Study – Second Chance Act
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Maryland Legal Aid hosts expungement clinics at their Job Center to 
remove barriers to employment and train staff on spotting issues

• A similar model may support records mitigation work in order to support 
obtaining/retaining stable employment

• Or partnering with Legal Aid to coordinate mitigation work upon release or 
conclusion of case

– Here you would be a second sub grantee

WIOA Partnership Example



Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF)
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• From the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for 
Children and Families, Office of Family Assistance

• The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program is 
designed to help needy families achieve self-sufficiency

• Some of your clients may be receiving TANF, but State also use a portion 
of their TANF block grants to design and operate programs that 
accomplish one of the purposes of the TANF program

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)

More information about TANF: acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/programs/tanf/about

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/programs/tanf/about
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The four purposes of the TANF program are to:

• Provide assistance to needy families so that children can be cared for in 
their own homes

• Reduce the dependency of needy parents by promoting job preparation, 
work and marriage

• Prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies

• Encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)
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Types of legal aid TANF funds

• Resolving personal legal problems where they are consistent with one of TANF’s 
purposes (ex. Something that is a threat to family stability or undermines 
employment)

• Pursuing SSI/SSDI

• Resolve debt and credit

• Housing

• Family law (divorce, adoption, custody, guardianship)

• Driver's license revocation

• Expungement

• Fines/fees

• IEPs

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)
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Who gets it

• TANF is distributed to states as a block grant

How you would get it

• As a direct grantee of the state 

• In partnership with other human services providers

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)



Community Development Block Grants (CDBG),

Community Services Block Grants (CSBG), and

Social Services Block Grants (SSBG)
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Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): From the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

• Works to ensure decent affordable housing and provide services to the most vulnerable individuals to 
address a wide range of community development needs
https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs

Community Services Block Grant Program (CSBG): From the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), Office on the Administration for Children and Families (ACF)

• Provides funds to alleviate the causes and conditions of poverty in communities
www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/csbg/about

Social Services Block Grant Program (SSBG): From HHS, ACF

• Used to support a wide range of social services directed towards achieving economic self-sufficiency, and 
preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or the exploitation of children and adults
www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/ssbg

CDBG, CSBG and SSBG

https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/csbg/about
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/ssbg
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Types of legal aid CDBG, CSBG, SSBG funds:

• CDBG:

• Walk-in legal counseling, foreclosure mitigation and prevention, landlord/tenant matters, veterans and 
public benefit appeals, child support orders, reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities, 
and consumer protection 

• CSBG:

• Services and activities addressing employment, education, better use of available income, housing, 
nutrition, emergency services and/or health

• SSBG:

• Wide range of social services, including legal services to assist individuals in seeking or obtaining legal 
help in civil matters such as housing, divorce, child support, guardianship, paternity, and legal 
separation. Component services or activities may include receiving and preparing cases for trial, 
provision of legal advice, representation at hearings, and counseling

CDBG, CSBG and SSBG
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Who gets it

• CDBG, CSBG and SSBG are distributed to states as block grants

How you would get it

• As a direct grantee of the state 

• In partnership with other human services providers

Accessing CDBG, CSBG and SSBG
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CDBG:

• Southeast Louisiana Legal Services uses CDBG to help homeless families in shelters obtain public benefits and to 
conduct local outreach aimed at ending chronic and veteran homelessness through disability work. Others use it 
for general legal services, foreclosure mitigation and prevention, landlord tenant issues, reasonable 
accommodations for people with disabilities, veterans and public benefits. Some use it for homelessness 
prevention through: fighting evictions, accessing public benefits, addressing domestic violence.

CSBG:

• LAF is a sub-grantee of CSBG funding awarded through the City of Chicago. The grant funds an outreach 
and enrollment project for public benefits. Others receive CSBG for broad legal safety net purposes.

SSBG: 

• Pennsylvania legal aid has received SSBG since the 1970s to provide general legal services including: 
domestic violence, sexual assault, landlord/tenant, consumer, benefits, custody, expungements.

CDBG, CSBG and SSBG Examples



Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program(SSVF) 

and

Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS)
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Helping Veterans Gain Stability

Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program (SSVF): From the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs

• To provide supportive services to very low-income Veteran families to prevent Veteran 
homelessness or rapidly re-house Veterans who become homeless.
www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp

Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS): From the U.S. Department of 
Labor (DOL) 

• To provide services to assist in reintegrating homeless veterans into meaningful employment within 
the labor force
www.dol.gov/vets

SSVF and VETS

http://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp
http://www.dol.gov/vets
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Types of legal aid SSVF and VETS funds:

• SSVF:

• Legal assistance: to prevent eviction and foreclosure, to help restore drivers license, for child support 
issues, for outstanding warrants and fines, family reconciliation assistance, credit counseling, access 
Veterans and public benefits.

• VETS:

• Legal assistance in the areas of: family law, domestic violence, child support enforcement, credit repair 
counseling, to support eligible homeless female veterans and veterans with families.

SSVF and VETS
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Who gets it

• Legal services organizations are eligible to apply, but SSVF and VETS grants primarily 
fund human service organizations providing wraparound services (i.e., Volunteers of 
America).

How would you get it

• In partnership with other human services providers

Accessing SSVF and VETS grants



TTA@nlada.org www.nlada.org

Hospital’s legal triage keeps roof over veteran’s head

When “Clyde” sought medical help from the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, a 
social worker learned he had fallen behind on his rent and faced eviction from 
his apartment. The social worker and the SSVF caseworker recognized Clyde’s 

need for legal help and connected Clyde with an attorney at the SSVF program’s 
legal aid partner, Homeless Advocacy Project. With the SSVF program providing 

some of Clyde’s back rent, the attorney negotiated an agreement to stop the 
eviction in exchange for a lump sum payment for most of the unpaid rent, plus 
a payment plan to cover the remainder. With his housing stabilized, Clyde was 

able to focus on his health needs.

LAIR Case Study – SSVF
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• Victims of Crime and Human Trafficking 

• Department of Justice’s Offices of Justice Programs and for Victims of Crime

• Department of Health and Human Services

• Reentry

• Department of Health and Human Services

– Child Welfare 

– Child Support

– Employment in the health care industry 

– Access to Health Care

• Access to mental health services

• Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration

Other Populations / Work
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Southeast Louisiana Legal Services

• Chairs new “Building Bridges Committee” to address the intersection of people involved in both the 
criminal and civil justice systems – Civil Legal Aid can do things Defenders may not be able to do

Civil services addresses issues like:

• Denial of admission to affordable housing

• Expungements

• Obtaining identification to support employment

• Family law

SLLS also engages in systemic advocacy

• Helped convince the Housing Authority of New Orleans to lift its ban on providing assistance for 
affordable housing based on criminal records

EXAMPLE: CIVIL LEGAL AID – PUBLIC 
DEFENDER COLLABORATION
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Alameda County Public Defender-East Bay Community Law Center 

• Collaborative practice with EBCLC’s Clean Slate Practice

• Streamlined inter-office intake and record-sharing

• PD: representation for criminal court-based remedies
• Early termination of probation

• Reduction of felonies to misdemeanors, misdemeanors to infractions

• “Expungement” and sealing of arrest, juvenile and diversion records

• Certificates of Rehabilitation and Pardons

• EBCLC: advises and represents on civil and administrative remedies
• Enforcement of consumer protections re improper reporting of criminal background to private employers 

and landlords & improper reporting of to occupational licensing agencies and regulated employers

• Illegal discrimination by employers based on criminal histories (Title VII)

• Denial of business and occupational licenses and certificates based on criminal record

• EBCLC: also represents clients when the PD has a conflict

EXAMPLE: CIVIL LEGAL AID – PUBLIC 
DEFENDER COLLABORATION
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Bay Area Legal Aid collaborates with public defenders to:

• Regularly consult on the impact of a plea on housing/benefit eligibility

• Provide training regarding “collateral consequences” in housing and public benefits

• Receive direct referrals from the PD and receive real-time status updates on clients’ criminal cases

• Bring in BayLegal’s collaborations with employment diversion programs, transitional housing providers, 
county probation offices, mental health services and substance abuse treatment providers

“Nick’s” Story: Denial of permanent low-income housing

Nick, an autistic client, lacked the coping skills to handle numerous individuals who had taken
advantage of him by squatting in his home and he physically attacked one of them.

Working with his case manager and public defender, BayLegal was able to draw on the relevant facts
from his underlying criminal case, as well as his substantial mental health history, and successfully
advocate for his admission into subsidized housing.

EXAMPLE: CIVIL LEGAL AID – PUBLIC 
DEFENDER COLLABORATION
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Promote holistic services

Working with agencies
• To demonstrate the value of legal services to federal grantees

• On Nuts & Bolts matchmaking

We can match
• Legal services together for partnerships or in advisory roles

• Legal services with community based organizations and other human services 
providers

NLADA matchmaking: supporting Strong 
collaborations

NLADA’s Civil Legal Aid 
Initiative 

is dedicated to facilitating 
partnerships with federal 

grantees

ResourceDesk@nlada.org



TTA@nlada.org www.nlada.org

Best Practices to Increase Resource Opportunities

Think 
Strategically

Form 
Partnerships

Use Data and 
Evidence

Branch Out

18
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Best Practices to Increase Resource Opportunities

Think 
Strategically

18

• Is your organization in a position to fulfill all of the requirements 
connected to the funding?

-Many grants or funding opportunities require a great deal of 
reporting and work that may not connect to your offices’ current 
priorities. 

-Think about what tasks the funding requires that are not already 
a part of your project plan and how much completion of those 
tasks will cost you both financially and in terms of human capacity. 

-There will be cases where the funding opportunity benefit is less 
than the cost of completing the deliverables. If the “extra” work is 
not mission aligned for your organization, it may not always be 
worth it to take it on.  
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Best Practices to Increase Resource Opportunities

Form 
Partnerships

18

• Consider what stakeholders would make good partners. Many 
federal funds look favorably on partnerships or projects with strong 
support from stakeholders. What stakeholders might you work with 
to create a more successful project or have a greater impact? 

-You may have existing partners who might play a part in the 
funded program. Some funders only grant to certain types of 
organizations, and some only grant to groups or coalitions.

-Knowing everyone who might participate in your work at the start 
will help you to identify opportunities that you might otherwise 
miss. 
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Best Practices to Increase Resource Opportunities

Use Data and 
Evidence

18

• What portions of the grant deliverables is your office already completing? How are you 
measuring this work?

• What are all the ways that increased funding or support could impact or improve your 
work? 

-In each case, how would the additional funding impact your work in a measurable way? 
How would the data and results generated enable you and others to be more effective in 
the future?

-For example, if you were receive funding to hire a 
county coordinator, how many hours of administrative 
work might they take off defenders’ plates? How many 
dollars does that translate to? With those additional 
hours freed up, what activities might defenders engage 
in that improve the quality or quantity of their services 
to clients? 
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Best Practices to Increase Resource Opportunities

Branch 
Out

18

• Based on your projects and potential partners’ list, which agencies or types of 
organizations might be interested in funding your work? Think about the words 
used and secondary stakeholders for each of these opportunities. 

-Federal agencies like the National Institutes of Health and the National Institutes of 
Mental Health have programs focusing on mental health, the Department of Labor 
supports reentry and employment programming, the National Institutes of Health and 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services have programs focusing on drug use, 
and USDOJ supports programming related to justice reform. 

-Private foundations often fund affinity groups or focus on geographic 
areas. For example, Funders for LGBTQ represents funding 
opportunities totaling over $1b annually, AAPIP focuses funds on 
Asian and Pacific Islander communities, ABFE’s members invest in 
African American communities, McCormick Foundation has strong 
programming throughout IL and in the areas of community/poverty 
and veterans. 
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Federal funding solicitations are long and…. Confusing. 

We have some suggestions to help you wade through 
the pages more effectively.

Before you get started, look for the solicitation mission 
and deadline.

• How does the issuing agency expect this opportunity to 
help fulfill its mission? Does the work of your office or 
organization support that same mission already?

• When are applications due? Do you have time to put in a 
strong application before the deadline?

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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Getting Started: Use your time effectively by knowing where to 
look first to see if the solicitation might be a good fit.

• Goals

• Deliverables

• Eligibility

• Partnership Potential

• Reporting Expectations

• Application Checklist

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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Do any of the goals of the solicitation align with your office or 
organizations goals? Are you doing any similar work already or 
have you done so in the past? 

As you’re reading, keep an eye out for things you’ll want to work 
into your program proposal.

• Strategic Planning Services – have you participated in or facilitated a 
strategic planning process before? 

• Data and Research – how are you currently using data or research to 
make decisions that increase your organizations capacity?

• Create a Platform – are there innovative ways that your organization 
uses technology to share information?

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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Your program proposal will need to show how you intend to 
execute every listed deliverable or requirement.

Once again, keep an eye out for things you’ll want to work into 
your proposal. Deliverables are also where you may get your first 
idea of what partnerships will be useful.

• Manage an Online Process – Is there someone on your team or a 
team you’ve been wanting to work with that can do this well?

• Deploy Research Partners – Are you currently conducting research? 
Do you have the ability to leverage existing researcher partnerships?

• Develop Strategic Planning Tools – Creating tools combines a variety 
of skills from content to design to marketing and evaluation. Where 
will you find all of the skills needed to do this well?

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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Once you’ve decided that the mission, timeline, goals, and 
deliverables of a solicitation are all in alignment with your 
organization you can review the eligibility section. 

Though public defenders are not often mentioned explicitly in 
this section, they are rarely specifically precluded. This section 
will also issue guidance on demonstrated experience required to 
make an applicant eligible for award.

• Demonstrated expertise in delivering and managing strategic 
planning services on a NATIONAL LEVEL TTA program

• Demonstrated past experience in working with state and or local 
public defense systems

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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For many awardees, the greatest challenge in managing federal 
grants comes after award. Many grants are intended to assist 
their issuing agency in gathering data and evidence to guide 
policy. 

Before deciding to submit an application, be thoughtful about 
what resources you have or will need in order to successfully 
report on each objective. 

• Are you currently performing any similar work? If so, start tracking 
now as a troubleshooting period. Work that plan into your proposal.

• If you’re not able to track one or more objectives internally, who can 
you partner with to fill that gap?

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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Once you think you’ve prepared all the parts of your application, 
review the application checklist at least twice more. There are a 
lot of parts in every application and missing one could disqualify 
you. Don’t let all your hard work be wasted. 

Save your work! Even if you’re unsuccessful in your application 
on the first try there will be future solicitations or renewals of 
the solicitation at hand where sections can be recycled. 

Decoding Federal Solicitations

37
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• Which federal grants are most helpful to the COD Network?

• Are there obstacles to receiving federal resources for the members of the COD Network?

• How can NLADA help the COD Network to build stronger community partnerships?

• What should NLADA be mindful of as we work to unlock resources that could benefit members of 
the COD Network?

Guidance from the Field
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Maha Jweied
Acting Director, Office for Access to Justice
US Department of Justice
Maha.Jweied@usdoj.gov

Emily Flanagan
Senior Program Associate, Defender
National Legal Aid & Defender Association
e.flanagan@nlada.org

Radhika Singh Miller
Director, Civil Legal Aid Initiative
National Legal Aid & Defender Association
r.singhmiller@nlada.org

For More Information:
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Funding Opportunities for Holistic Defense
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